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 Numbers 6: consecration and blessings (all for jesus)

overview

As a review, we want to note that the key verse in Numbers 5 would be verse 3b, “where I dwell”. The Holy God is going to dwell amongst his people. We note then the primary obstacle to the dwelling of God with His people would be the sin/sins of His people. So Numbers 5, deals with that.

1. Our sin nature must be changed. 

2. Our transgressions must be paid back over and above the damages.

3. Our secret sins must not remain secret; they have to be brought into the open and dealt with. Although the command is given for the jealous husband who is suspicious of his wife’s unfaithfulness; from the many passages in Old Testaments, we see that this was the precise accusation God had for Israel. God will use “bitter water” to reveal the hidden unfaithfulness of Israel so that they are confronted with their adultery to turn to God. The sad lessons in Old Testament text was that Israel did not acknowledge the warnings and judgment fell upon her. It is an important lesson for the Church to learn from Israel in the area of faithfulness.

numbers 6

6:1-21 Nazirite

The word Nazirite comes from the Hebrew root word, Nazer meaning ‘separate’. So the Nazirite is someone who intentionally separates himself to the Lord in order to ______________.

Look up a dictionary; what does the word consecrate means (it will be good if can check up the OED and find the original 16th Century usage of this word)?

Write down the 3 distinctive of a Nazirite:

Note: from verse 2, we know that the Nazirite is not restricted to men; women can be a Nazirite as well!

Name a few famous Nazirite from the Bible:

For each distinctive of the Nazirite, write down (you and your group) your view of what they represent:

Distinctive 1:

Distinctive 2:

Distinctive 3:

Look at the defilement rules for priest (Leviticus 21:1-2), now compare it to the Nazirite here, what do you see? Can you give a suggestion as to why it is do?

Verse 9-12 gives us the situation when the Nazirite vow is broken and the steps required for correction. If the Nazirite vow is for a period of 3 years and the Nazirite has kept it for 2 years and 11 months. On the beginning of the 12th month, the event given in Numbers 6:9 takes place; list down below the steps he/she has to take:

	Step 1
	

	Step 2
	

	Step 3
	

	Step 4
	

	Step 5
	

	Step 6
	

	
	


What does this tell you about the Nazirite vow? 

Verses 13-21 tell us about the completion of the Nazirite vow. What are the offerings he/she has to make? 

	Verse 14a, 16
	
	

	Verse 14b, 16
	
	

	Verse 14c, 17
	
	

	Verse 15, 17
	
	

	Verse 15, 17
	
	

	Verse 20
	
	


Tally up all the items for the entire offerings, bring yourself back to the time of the Israelite 4000 years ago, what can you say about these offerings?

What is the connection of the Nazirite vow to us?

Consider these:

1. Paul calls all the Christian believers as saints (Rom 1:7; 1 Cor 1:2; 2 Cor 1:1; Eph 1:1, Phil 1:1; Col 1:2; Jude 3)

What does the word saints mean?

2. Read Romans 12:1. What was the exhortation from Paul? Now look at what you have studied on the Nazirite vow/life, what would you conclude?

How would you apply the Nazirite distinctive to your life now as a 21st Century Christian living in Singapore?

Application 1:

Application 2:

Application 3:

Note: The Nazirite vows are made at the Tent of the Meeting (Tabernacle) so it is very public! We are called to live our Christian life in the eyes of everyone and not in some private corner. 

Why?

1. We are to

 

2. We are to


My Applications:

Numbers 6
6:22-27 The aaronic benediction


What is one of the duties of the priests as given here in verse 22-23?

Read this passage again, what do you think is God’s posture towards His people? Does it change your perspective and understanding of God? Discuss…

Verses 24-26 are sometimes labeled as the Lord’s Prayer in the Old Testament.

Verse 24: The LORD bless you and keep you;

Bless: see Deuteronomy 28:3-6. What do you think this blessing encompasses?

Keep: read Psalm 121:7, what do you think the word ‘keep’ mean?

What do you think is being conveyed through having both ‘bless’ and ‘keep’ in the same sentence?

Verse 25: The LORD makes His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you;
Read Psalm 31:16; 80:3,7,19; Dan 9:17;

What do you think the phrase ‘makes His face shine upon you’ mean?

Verse 26: The LORD lift up His countenances upon you, and gives you peace. 

What do you understand by the word ‘countenances’?

So what does it mean when “The Lord lift up His countenances upon you”?

Is it the same as verse 25, “The Lord makes His face to shine upon you”? What do you think is the difference?

Note: In the 3 stanzas of the benediction, it is repeated 3 times, ‘the LORD’. While the Israelites at the time of exodus would see this as poetic beauty, yet if we sees our God as the same whether in OT or in NT, we would agree that here is a sublime revelation of the Trinitarian God. The Lord in verse 24 refers to the Father, the Lord in verse 25 refers to the Son and the Lord in verse 26 refers to the Holy Spirit. Correspondingly, their work in blessing is also revealed to us in each verse. 

Finally, verse 27 tells us that as a covenanted people, we bear the name of the Lord. 

Read Deut. 28:10; 2 Sam. 7:23; 2 Chr. 7:14; Is. 43:7; Dan. 9:18, 19; what does it mean to have the name of the Lord on us?

Read verse 27 again; reflect on the question at the start of this section. God has His people and His desire is to bless them! Do you believe it? What should be your reaction and response?

Notes: 

1. Again, and throughout the prayer, the pronoun “you” is in the singular in the MT; this is a prayer for the community, but its force is to be realized in the life of the individual. Only in the introductory and concluding formulas are the plurals used.


2. The words of the conclusion formula may be the most surprising of all; for here the Lord says that this prayer is the means of placing his name on his people. Since the name Yahweh is itself a term of blessing whereby the eternal God states his relatedness to his people, these words of blessing could not be more appropriate. The prayer is designed to help the people experience the reality of the blessing of the Lord whose delight is to bring that blessing near; his promise is that he will do just that very thing.

Surely this is a prayer that needs to be recovered by the believing community today. Christians may read these words and find in them, not only the Lord’s special covenantal relationship with Israel at Mount Sinai, but also a reflection of the covenantal relationship God has with his people, the church, through the work of Savior Jesus, in whom we have experienced preeminently the smile of God. The threefold invocation of the name of the Lord is not going to be lost on Christian readers either:


May the Lord Yahweh as Father, Son, and Spirit bless his people and keep them, cause them to know his presence and his grace, and allow them to sense his smile and his peace. Amen!
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